
Academy News 

Volume 2: Issue 3: November 2008  

The Harris Academy at Peckham 

Peckham road, Peckham, London, SE15 5DZ 

Telephone 0207 703 4417   Fax 0207 703 4305 

Web: http://www.peckhamacademy.southwark.sch.uk/ 

Welcome to the Academy News  

Key Dates:  

¶ Monday 10
th
 ï Friday 14

th
 November - KS5 Assessment Week.  

¶ Tuesday 17
th
 ï Friday 21

st
 November - Year 6 NFER Aptitude Tests. 

¶ Thursday 20
th
 November  - Science  Modular Tests for Year 10 and Year 11. 

¶ Monday 24
th
 November  - GCSE/Trip, English Theatre óOf Mice and Menô. 

                                               - Year 8 and Year 13 HPV Vaccinations. 

¶ Thursday 27
th
 November -  Awards Evening at 18:30. 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH  

An historic event    
occurred during the 
1968 Olympics 
when Tommie Smith 
and fellow Olympian 
John   Carlos made 
the  legendary Black 
Power Salute in   
Mexico. 
 
Dr Smith  ran 200m 

in 19.83 sec, creating a new world       
record. In making this ó Silent Gestureô 
they chose to empathise with the civil 
rights movement; the black  struggle  for  
equality.  Both athletes were expelled 
from the games. However, in that one  
gesture they placed the struggle for 
equal rights into  the international arena.  
 

Another historical event took place in the 
life of the  Academy when twenty six of 
our students, accompanied by Ms    
Simpson and Ms McLeod, were invited 
to meet  this stalwart now óDrô Tommie 
Smith. They had the opportunity to ask  

him questions which he graciously      
answered and taught them the            
importance of taking a stand for that 
which they believe in. 
 

The event was organized by the       
Southwark and Lambeth Sport Action 
Zone, as part of their Black History 
Month Celebrations.  We had the     
pleasure of meeting and talking to the 
Director, Brian Dickens, whose          
intention was to expose students to the 
power of sport as a vehicle of change 
and a political instrument as well as to          
encourage them to get involved with 
the 2012 Olympics. The day was       
organized  in two parts, the morning  
activities  comprised a series of sports 
workshops in sports  such as football, 
athletics and boxing. There was also a 
thought provoking workshop entitled   



CLIMATE CHANGE STUDY TRIP  óDealing With  Challenging   Behaviour.ô 
The Academy 
would like to 
thank the SAZ 
for inviting us to 
take part as the 
effects of this 
day will live on 
in our childrenôs 
memory. 
 
 

After lunch  the students watched a   
documentary of the life of Dr Smith, this 
recalled life at the time as well as the   
activities that led to this demonstration. 
Our students were very engrossed  in 
this film and their  behaviour during this 
and for the entire day was exemplary. Dr 
Smith then addressed the audience      
reminding them  that change can come 
about through  one silent gesture, he 
also      emphasized the importance of 
getting a proper education as when he 
was        expelled from the Olympics he                  
continued his studies at San Jose State       
University and as such could provide for 
his family. 
 

He answered questions such as what 
went through his head when he was on 
the podium? Does he still have the black 
glove he wore then? Unfortunately he 
does not. Dr Smith believes in young 
people and their role in society, our  
wish is that what he did then and what 
he says now will long remain with our       
students and as they reflect on these 
they too will become an agent for and of 
change in their society. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ms E Mcleod -  Dean of Emerald 

House  

 

A group of 23       
students and two 
members of staff 
from our school and 
the same number 
from another school 
(EGA) were invited 
to participate in a 
Climate Change 
Study Day on  Monday 6

th
 October 2008 

at the National Maritime Museum. 

  

Students were grouped and given the 
roles of: Architects,  Environmentalists, 
Movie Stars, Students Community      
Executive, Managers, Politicians and 
Teachers as they, after  researching 

 ñThe causes and  
impact of Climate 
Changeò, would be  
debating the moot: 

ñWhose responsibility 

is it to take the lead 

role in tackling  climate change?ò 

They researched the oceans and the  
effects of our daily actions on them; 
waste and recycling;  where things  
came from and the energy and            
resources that were used in the  making 
of them; floods; factories;  increase in 
hurricanes and their impact; the          
decrease in polar ice thickness; rising 
sea levels and the altering of plants and 
the  destruction of animals habitats. 

 

 



 

The Harris Academy at Peckham offer 
free evening taster courses for adults 
who live or work in the London Borough 
of Southwark. All courses are delivered 
from within the Academy, using our mod-
ern and state-of-the-art facilities. The 
courses on offer are: 
 
¶ ICT Extended Learning for         

Beginners (Oct ó08) 
¶ Motor Vehicle Mechanics (Oct 

ó08) 
¶ Hospi ta l i t y &  Cater ing:       

Gourmet (Nov ó08) 
¶ French  &  Span ish  fo r            

Beginners (Nov ó08) 

¶ Hairdressing *NEW* (Nov ó08) 

If you are interested and would like to        
apply for any of the courses, please 
complete an óExpression of Interestô form 
available from the Academyôs main            
reception. 

Ms S McLaughlin ðEvents Organiser  

ADULT TASTER COURSES  

Congratulations! 
 

The Year 9 Boys Football team won an 
11-a-side match for the first time against 
City of London Academy. They defeated 
them 5 ï 3, with goals from Romario 
Stewart, Wasiu Kareem,   Samson     
Adeduntun and Ayomide Noble 
twice.  Aside from the goals, star        
performers were Anton Williams and 
Femi Badero. 

Dr. Miranda MacQuitty (Science Writer) 
and Dr. Karl Smith (Researcher in       
residence) were the panellists who     
willingly answered the probing questions 

 of the curious youngsters. They         
considered the students questioning 
skills to be very good. The arguments 
presented for the debate were cohesive, 
forceful and well orchestrated. Our      
Environmentalists were crowned the   
glorious winners of the debate. For this 
they received pens made from recycled 
paper.  The studentsô behaviour was very 
good. They commented on the dayôs    
activities and expressed their delight in 
being a part of it. They enjoyed it          
immensely and asked if the experience 
could be repeated.  

Ms S King - Associate Dean of        

Emerald House  

SPORTS NEWS 

ACADEMY COLLEGE  

Congratulations! To the 2008/09 

elected Head Girl and Head Boy.  

 

Head Girl: Lobbo Toure is   
currently studying biology, 
chemistry, mathematics 
and French and her aim is 
to study Pharmacology at     
University. 

 

 

 

Head Boy: Adam Bello is   
currently studying biology, 
ICT and CiSCO and his aim 
is to study Computer        
Science or Computer       
Networking at  University.  

 

If you are interested and would like to        
apply for any of the courses, please 
complete an óExpression of Interestô form 
available from the Academyôs main            
reception. 

 

Ms S McLaughlin ðEvents Organiser  



TERM DATES 

Academic Year 2008 - 2009 

 

School will be closed on the following 
days: (No pupils in school - see       

below)  

Spring Half Term: Monday 16
th
 February 

to Friday 20
th
 February 2009 

Friday 10
th
 April 2009(Good Friday)  

Monday 13
th
 April 2009 (Easter Monday) 

Monday 4
th
 May 2009 (Bank Holiday) 

Summer Half Term: Monday 25
th
 May to 

Friday 29
th
 May 2009 

Monday 25
th
 May 2009 (Bank Holiday) 

Monday 31
st
 August 2009 (Bank Holiday) 

Staff Training Days (INSET) - No pupils 
in school: 

Friday 23
rd

 January 2009 

Monday 20
th
 April 2009 

Term  Start Date  Finish 

Date  

 Autumn 
2008/09 

Monday 3
rd

 
November 

Friday 19
th
 

December 

Spring 
2009 

Monday 5
th
 

January 

Friday 13
th
 

February 

  Monday 23
rd

 
February 

Friday 3
rd

 
April 

Summer 
2009 

Monday 20
th
 

April 
Friday 22

nd
 

May 

  Monday 1
st
 

June 

Wednesday 
22

nd
 July 

If you have recently moved 
address or changed your  
contact numbers, especially 
mobile numbers please let us 

know in writing immediately. There have 
been instances lately when we have 
needed to contact a parent in an    
emergency because their child was very 
ill, only to discover the contact details 
were out of date. 

CONTACT DETAILS  

ATTENDANCE  

If your child is absent from 
school or is going to be late 
for whatever reason, please 
telephone the school as 
s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .        

Punctuality is very important and      
students must arrive to school on time. 
The school day  begins at 08:30.  
Thank you.  

 

Ms M Barker - Attendance Office  

REMINDER ï NO FIREWORKS 

Students are reminded that 
fireworks should not be 
brought into the Academy 
under any circumstances. 
The behaviour policy 

classes fireworks as offensive weapons 
and any student found to be in        
possession will be dealt with severely. 

Thank you. 

Squad: Akeem Davidson, Anton         
Willams, Ayomide Noble, Bradley 
Oakes, Daniel Chinsman. Emmanuel 
Somule, Femi Badero, Israel         
Okuoimose, Jordan Springer, Joshua 
Kearney, Rakim Hanson, Romario 
Stewart, Samson Adeduntan, Sedat 
Saglam, Sidney Jenkins and           
Wasiu  Kareem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr C Dimmick ï Year 9 Football 

Coach  


