08 January 2010
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Re: Year 9 Options

Our Year 9 students have now reached a particularly important stage of their education. Over the next few weeks, they will be asked to select the courses they wish to follow in Key Stage 4. It is crucial that they receive the support and guidance they need in order to make sensible and appropriate choices about their future study. I am writing to inform you of the options process, which includes various opportunities for advice and guidance, and to highlight key dates for your diary. 

KEY STAGE 4 OPTION PROCESS

Options Booklet
On Monday 1st February all Year 9 students will be given a booklet that explains all of the different courses and qualifications on offer. I ask that you also read this booklet carefully with your son/daughter and discuss the various options with them. The form needed to make their choices can be found in the booklet and will need to be cut out and completed before it is returned. Please take the time to go through this booklet carefully, as it is important that your son/daughter makes full use of the advice and guidance available prior to the 1st March deadline for option choices. 

We know that parents will want to be involved in understanding the compulsory courses and the available 'pathways'. In consultation, parents, students and teachers can agree details of the most appropriate education for each individual young person.

The compulsory core of subjects include:

· English

· Mathematics

· Science

· Physical Education

Parents’ Consultation Evening 
This will be held on Thursday 11th February from 4.30pm-6.30pm in the Academy’s Main Hall. This will give you the opportunity to discuss your son/daughter’s progress so far this year, as well as finding out more about the new courses on offer. In addition students can make appointments with their Tutors to have their Consultation Meeting on this evening, if you and your son/daughter feel confident to make an informed choice. During this evening there will be two presentations at 5.00pm and 6.00pm to explain the options process. 

An additional opportunity for parents and students to meet Tutors will follow in the week beginning 22nd – 26th February so that students can select their choices.

Please ensure that you return the attached reply slip immediately to confirm if you are able or unable to attend the Parents’ Consultation Evening. 
Contd./

Advice and Guidance  
In the weeks following the Parents’ Consultation Evening, students will receive advice and guidance from Connexions. Curriculum Co-ordinators and subject teachers will explain the courses they offer in lessons or during year assemblies and some assemblies will have an input from Key Stage 4 students, who will explain the courses they like from their point of view. 
The Options form must be completed and returned by week beginning 1st March 10
If you have any questions about option choices, please contact your son/daughter’s subject teacher, form tutor or Director of Learning.
If you have any questions about any of the issues covered in this letter, please contact Mr Benjamin (Assistant Vice Principal) or Mr Van Rooyen as appropriate.

Yours sincerely

[image: image1.emf]


Mr Benjamin

(Assistant Vice Principal)
SYMBOL 34 \f "Wingdings"--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
REPLY SLIP

Please return to your child's Form Tutor as soon as possible.

Name of Student: ........................................……………


Tutor:......................

Please tick one of the boxes below
I/We shall be able to attend the Options Evening to be held on 11th February 2010. 
I/We shall be unable to attend the Options Evening to be held on 11th February 2010
Signed .......................................………………….........……                               Parent/Carer

